
300 W. Erwin Street 

Tyler, TX 75702 

Address Service Requested 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 568 

Tyler, TX 

Welcome to Marvin 

Hallie and Robert “Zee” 
Jennings, Ramsey, Cooke 
and Becker 

 

Dr. Donald Ritchie (photo 
not available) 

Fall kick-off luncheon 
Noon Sunday, Sept. 12 

in the gym 

Bring dessert to share  
and enjoy a delicious lunch  

and fellowship 

Want to help? We need volunteers in the hallways 
and serving lines and to help set up  
and tear down. Email Amy Kirby to serve 
(akirby@marvinumc.com). m a r v i n u m c . c o m  

A P U B L I C AT I ON O F  M AR VI N  U NI TE D ME TH ODI S T  C HU RC H  

September/October 
2021 

Our graduation walk celebrated 
sixth-graders moving into  
Student Ministry and kindergartners 
moving into Kids Ministry. 
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Several leaders from Marvin and our pastoral staff met 
recently with our new District Superintendent Dr. 
Charles Anderson. After six weeks in the Tyler area, we 
were his 90th church visit within our expansive 
Northwest District. He has been visiting all the churches 
under his care, getting to know their pastors, leaders, 
unique attributes and ministry dreams. As I listened to 
our leaders share, I felt gratitude for the work that God 

is doing in our midst and the dreams for our church that 
God has placed within us. God is moving among our 
congregation and there is anticipation of good things 
to come. 

While reflecting on Charles’ visit, I began to think about 
a day early in Jesus’ ministry, when he was standing 

along the Sea of Galilee and a large crowd was 
gathered to listen to God’s Word (see Luke, chapter 5).  
Jesus, seeing Peter washing his fishing nets along the 
shore, asked if he could use his boat as a preaching 
platform. When Peter agreed, Jesus set out a little way 
from the shore and taught the people. 

It is here that I wish to pick-up the story. Following the 
sermon, Peter is asked by Jesus to “put out into the 
deep water and let down the nets for a catch.” 
Simon’s first reaction is to offer an objection, stating 
that he and his partners had been out all night, 
catching nothing. Then follows the moment of 
submission, “Because you say so, we will go.” 

With this past year of COVID-19 and the most recent 
additional wave of cases, we’ve been reminded of just 
how challenging ministry can be in these times. We 
have been working hard, but because of 
circumstances, have had less results to show for the 
effort. Like Peter, there is a temptation to recoil from 
going out again and lowering the nets. I have heard 
from some Marvin faithful that the journey back to 
church has been challenging. On-line participation has 
been very convenient and has created new habits of 
engagement. 

I believe, however, that Jesus is currently calling his 
people out into the deep waters. After a season of 
diminished participation, there is a great catch that 
awaits. The “catch” may manifest itself in three ways:  

• People returning to church because they have 
missed the Christ-centered friendships, in-person 
worship and the transformation that occurs in 
community.  

• People seeking out the church for the first time 
because of a spiritual hunger and emotional need 
to connect with others. 

• People experiencing a deeper relationship with 

Christ. 

In September, Marvin Church will be boldly launching 
out into the deep. We will begin an initiative on 

eflections from the lead pastor 

hospitality with an all-
campus sermon 
series that includes 
weekly practical 
training in worship to 
improve our 
welcoming culture. 
This will be 

accompanied by 
the rolling-out of our 
discipleship 
pathway, the fall 
class offerings 
selected to move our congregation into deeper 
relationship with Christ. 

I will be leading a class called Sermon Extension on 
Wednesday mornings and Wednesday evenings. I will 
be “extending” the sermon from Sunday morning, 
providing additional Scriptural cross-references, 
illustrations and word studies designed to help you 
make personal application from the previous Sunday’s 
sermon. There will be a time for questions and answers 
and the challenge to respond to the important 
question: “What does it look like when I get this 
passage right in my life?” This will be a fun journey 
together, and I look forward to sharing it with you. 

I am also excited that Pastor John Wayne McMann will 
begin class leader training this fall for next year’s 
launch of our new small group model. These new small 
groups will be added alongside existing classes and 
groups to encourage disciple formation within our 
church. 

I am grateful to Marvin’s many wonderful and 
experienced teachers who will lead classes along our 
intentional discipleship pathway. I am also grateful for 
my dear friend and mentor Dr. Pat Day, who will be the 
primary teacher for our Frank Budde Christian 
Leadership Initiative. He will be a valuable addition to 

our teaching team as he helps encourage and train 
our leaders for present and future ministry. 

It’s time to launch out into the deep, Marvin Church. 
Jesus is with us in this boat and its time to reclaim the 
adventure of Kingdom life and successful fishing for 
people! 

 

 

 

P.S.—Let’s move forward in faith!  

Join me in spending 15 minutes a day 
with the Lord. 

DR. DOUG BAKER 
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A Stephen Minister walks alongside 
a hurting person to provide one-on-
one, confidential emotional and 
spiritual care, listening, empathizing, 
encouraging, helping process 
feelings and connecting the person 
with God’s love. Serving in this role is 
an opportunity to put your spiritual 

gifts into action and touch people’s 
lives in powerful ways. 

Training is an engaging, interactive 
experience that fully equips you to 
provide high quality, Christ-centered 
care to people who are hurting. 

Your congregation’s Stephen 
Leaders and others from Pollard 
UMC and South Spring Baptist 

Church will use presentations, 
discussions, readings, videos, skill 
practices and spiritual growth 
activities to equip and empower 
you with practical caregiving and 
relational skills. In addition, training 
provides many opportunities for 
building Christian community and 

experiencing personal and spiritual 
growth. 

Training begins in September and 
concludes in February for a total of 
50 hours. If you would like 
information about becoming a 

Stephen Minister, contact Rev. 
Gerry Giles (ggiles@ 
marvinumc.com). 

You can become a Stephen Minister 

Caring 

CHILDRENS’ FUND 

In memory of 
Rusty Hightower 

Michelle & David 

Dial 

In memory of 

Randy Taub 

Friendly Bible Class 
Kathy Story 

ETERNAL FLAME 

FUND: 

In honor of Mitzie 

Avera 

Donna & Mac 
Bowers 

In honor of  

Betty Bower 

Guild Circle 

In honor of Mary 

Brumby and 
Mildred Kitchens 

Mary & Ron 

Gammell 

In memory of 

Daisy Barger 

Ruth & Roe 
Buckley 

Pat & Richard 

Prouty 

In memory of  

Ed Cabell 

Linda Cabell 
In memory of 

Gary Buster 

Salena Short 

estate 

In memory of 

Rusty Hightower 
Ruth & Roe 

Buckley 

Beth & Andy 

Guinn 

In memory of 

Floyd Pace 
Friendly Bible Class 

Shirley & James 

Snowden & family 

In memory of Ken 

Sanders 

Kathy Story 
In memory of 

Carey Woods 

Janice Badger 

Edwina Bulman 
Mary & Ron 

Gammell 

Mae & Art 

Johnson 

Carol & David 

Kehl 
Mary & Jim Rerich 

The Seekers Class 

Kathy Story 

Cheryl Threlkeld 

Kathy & Alan 

Wilkerson 
Charlotte Wilson 

George 

Williamson 

FRIENDLY CLASS 

In memory of 

Floyd Pace 
Larissa Guice 

Baggett & family 

Linda Guice 

Rebecca Guice 

Nutt & family 

MISC. FUND 
In memory of 

Carey Woods 

Friendly Bible Class 

MISSIONS FUND 

In memory of 

Maude Caldwell 
Joann & Butch 

Adair 

Melissa & George 

Brigman 

Karen King 

Suzanne & Scott 
Myers 

Pat & Richard 

Prouty 

Brenda & Gregory 

Sellers 

Kathy Story 
Sandy Wilson 

MUSIC FUND 

In memory of 

Floyd Pace and 

Lois Ann Godfrey 

Debbie & Randy 
Cook 

Memorials and gifts  
as of Aug. 10 

As warm as it is right now, it is difficult 
to remember the cool weather and 
shorter days of Advent. But Advent is 
just around the corner, and that 
means Advent devotionals are just 
around the corner. We are always 
looking for new writers and fresh 
perspectives.   

If you have been interested but 
never volunteered, this is your 
invitation to join other Marvin 
members and write a devotional. 
Without exception, those who write 
get a huge benefit out of the 

project—not only in studying the 
lectionary scripture for the day, but 
in praying, collecting thoughts and 
sharing what the scripture and 
Advent season mean to you.   

Seasoned writers will meet with you 

to talk about what is involved. You 
can choose from among the 
assigned scripture passages for 
your particular day or have it 
assigned to you. If you get stuck, 
we are here to help.  

Challenge yourself and take this 
opportunity to do something 
different, take a step in faith and 
contemplate how the scripture 
applies to us today. The Holy Spirit 
will guide you. The words will come. 
You will be blessed, and all of us 
who read the devotionals will be 

blessed as well. 

If you are interested please 
contact John Berry 
(jfberry@jberrylaw.net) or Marc 
Donaldson (mdonaldson@ 
marvinumc.com). 

Write an Advent devotional 

Discipleship 

The Eternal Flame received a 
generous gift in memory of Gary 
Buster from the Salena Short Estate. 
Marvin Church gives thanks for this 
legacy gift and for the lives and 
ministry of our dear friends who are 
now both with the Lord. 

mailto:jfberry@jberrylaw.net
mailto:mdonaldson@marvinumc.com
mailto:mdonaldson@marvinumc.com
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Marvin Church is the oldest church in Tyler. The 
iconic steeple has been a beacon of hope in 
the Tyler skyline for more than a century—130 
years! The strength it signifies and the righteous 
people it beckons demonstrate God’s 
Kingdom and point to heaven. Throughout the 
years it has weathered many storms and 
needs repair work to keep it standing for 

generations to come.  

During the Eternal Flame Fund dinner and on 
the Sunday following it, pastors announced to 
the congregation that The Rogers Foundation 
made a gift of $50,000 for the repair of the 
steeple. The challenge was made to match 

the gift dollar-for-dollar to support the steeple 
and cupola repair project. A generous donor 
heard the announcement and closed the 
gap, making a donation of $17,482 to meet 
the challenge! 

Gifts to the Eternal Flame Fund are needed to fund this project and others. Gifts of 

any amount can be given at any time. You may donate on the website, mail your 
check and a completed donation form to the church (300 W. Erwin, Tyler, TX 75702), 
or give using the DipJar located at the Welcome Center where gifts in $75 
increments can be made by credit card. Thank you for your generous gifts to the 
Eternal Flame Fund, providing for the care and maintenance of your church.  

To view presentations from the dinner, go to the Give page on the Marvin website. 

What is the Eternal Flame Fund? 

The Eternal Flame Fund is supported by gifts from the congregation for projects with 
the Marvin Church facility that are not covered by the annual operating budget. 
One hundred percent of every gift is utilized for church projects as determined by 
the church Board of Trustees. Every church member is encouraged to support the 
fund with an annual gift of $75 or more—only $6.25 a month! 

An easy way to give to support the Eternal Flame Fund 

The DipJar is at the Welcome Center. Dip your credit or debit card to donate $75 to 
the Eternal Flame Fund! Every individual donating $75 or more is a member of the 
Flame Alive giving group.  

Support our steeple! 

Stewardship 

Marvin Church 

300 W. Erwin Street 

Tyler, TX 75702 

903.592.7396 

info@marvinumc.com 

Facebook.com/Marvin.UMC 

MarvinUMC.com 

July 18................................ 631 

July 25................................ 507 

Aug. 1 ................................ 540 

Aug. 8 ................................ 601 

Financial update through July Attendance 

 July budget July actual YTD budget YTD actual 

Gifts received/other income $   355,331 $  251,109 $ 2,281,862 $2,078,499 

Expenditures $   443,631 $  280,047 $ 2,538,853 $2,113,298 

Excess/(shortage) $  (88,300) $ (28,938) $ (256,991) $  (34,799) 
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The Discipleship Pathway 
is a set of next steps to 
help you move forward 
in your spiritual growth. 
We want everyone who 
calls Marvin their church 
home—members and 
guests—to use the tools we provide 

to determine their current 
discipleship stage, then consider 
one of the next steps to deepen 
and grow their faith. One of these 
next steps may be to participate in 
a MIdweek study. 

The $5 meal begins at 5 p.m. Sept. 8 
in Pirtle Hall with the preview to 
follow. Contact Sheila Young 
(903.592.7396, syoung@ 
marvinumc.com) to make a 
reservation. 

Midweek classes run from Sept. 15 to 
Nov. 17. Each week dinner starts at 5 
p.m. ($5) and classes are from 6-7 
p.m. unless otherwise noted. Get 
more information and sign up on the 
website. Contact Marc Donaldson 
(mdonaldson@marvinumc.com) if 
you have questions. 

The Absolute Basics of the Wesleyan 
Way of Salvation 

10 weeks, Sept. 15 through Nov. 17 

This class provides a fundamental 

understanding of the key elements 
of the Wesleyan movement as 
evidenced in the life and teachings 
of John Wesley. The class will help 
you better understand John 
Wesley’s life, his core theological 
message and the legacy of 
Wesley’s leadership on the 
Methodist church.  

Emotionally Healthy Spirituality 

Nine weeks, Sept. 15 to Nov. 10, 
morning and evening classes 

Are you stuck spiritually? Do you feel 
like you’ve hit a wall? Emotionally 
Healthy Spirituality underscores the 
reality that emotional health and 
spiritual maturity are inseparable. 
Emotionally Healthy Spirituality will 
help you better understand the 
things that stunt or stop spiritual 

growth in your life and expose you 

to rhythms of living that help you 
break through the wall and 
deepen your relationship with 
Christ in the context of community.  

Epic of Eden 

Ten weeks, Sept. 15 through Nov. 

17 

Genesis 1 and 2 essentially provide 
a blueprint to God’s original intent 
for humanity: God’s people 
dwelling in God’s place with full 
access to God’s presence. In The 

Epic of Eden, Dr. Sandra Richter 
clearly and powerfully 
communicates the history of God’s 
redeeming grace. 

Frank Budde Christian Leadership 

Initiative 

Seven weeks, Sept. 15 through Oct. 
27, noon and evening classes 
available 

The purposes of this class are to 
develop members of Marvin for 
Christian leadership in the church 

and the community and to provide 
a small group experience where 
skills learned can be discussed and 
applied to current ministry efforts 
and new Christian friendships can 
be forged.  

Sermon extension 

Sept. 15 through Nov. 17, morning 
and evening classes 

Go deeper in the previous 
Sunday’s sermon. Get additional 
Scripture texts and bonus 

illustrations. Ask questions and 
share reflections. It will be a fun 
and faith-growing adventure 
helping participants grow closer to 
Christ. Read more about the class 
in the pastor’s column on page 2.  

Surprise the World 

Six weeks, Sept. 15 through Oct. 20 

There are vital habits we give 
ourselves to with respect to the 
rhythms of the Christian life, habits 
like worship, Bible study and prayer. 

In Surprise the World, Mike Frost 
introduces a new set of habits that 
embody the gospel and propel us 
into the lives of others, equipping us 
to spread the love of Christ 
organically, graciously and 
surprisingly.  

Warrior Women 

Five weeks, Sept. 15 through Oct. 13 

Marvin UMC is partnering with Shine 
ministries to bring Warrior Women, a 
much-needed single mom’s class, 

to our campus. No matter how a 
woman becomes a single mom, she 
faces unique and often daunting 
struggles. She needs a community 
who “gets it,” resources to help her 
along the way and a chance to 
lean on others who can empower 
her to lead her family in strength, 
confidence, and wholeness. We will 
discuss a variety of topics that are 
relevant, get encouragement as 
well as inspiration and even have 

the option to earn supplemental 
income from home by creating an 
art-based product.  

Take a step on your Discipleship Pathway 

Discipleship Racial Unity Roundtable 
Join us from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
Monday, Oct. 25, as we discuss 
the book Caste, The Origins of our 
Discontents by Isabel Wilkerson. 
Special guest speaker is Dr. Carol 
V. François, whose current 
learning/education project is Why 
Are They So Angry?  

The event is hosted by Marvin’s 
Racial Unity Roundtable. Through 
reading, dialog, prayer and 
interaction with people of 
different races, the group works 
toward racial reconciliation. 

If you have questions, please 
contact Sarah Starr (sarahstarr0@ 
gmail.com), Beverly Beavers-
Brooks (bb.lyle@sbcglobal.net) or 
Carol Thompson 
(btt0212@hotmail.com). 

https://mailto:sarahstarr0@gmail.com/
https://mailto:sarahstarr0@gmail.com/
https://mailto:btt0212@hotmail.com/
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Missions 

Missions Fair

9:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 

Sunday, Oct. 3

• Come and see displays from our 

50 mission partners!

• Come and meet some of our 

missionaries!

• Come and learn how you can 

be involved in serving, here and 

around the world!

Join us at 6 p.m. Monday, Sept. 20, in Pirtle 
Hall to make hygiene kits for UMCOR (the 
United Methodist Committee on Relief). 
Marvin Church is a partner with this incredible 
Methodist ministry that brings help and hope 
to those in crisis here and around the world. 

On the third Monday of each month (except 
for the summer months) we have Missions 

Serve Night. Come and spend an hour or two 
serving others through Marvin Church. This is a 
great opportunity to round up your family 
after dinner and do a little mission project that 
will make a big difference in the lives of 
others! This is also a great “Plus One” activity, 
so invite your neighbors and friends! You don’t 
need to sign up, just show up! 

Serve Night is back 

Welcome our new Bonner coordinator 

We are so excited to 
announce that April 
Lopez will be our new 
Bonner coordinator/ 
Missions intern for the 
school year! April 
attended Bonner as a 

child and now attends 
TJC. She will be a great 
inspiration for the 
children at Bonner! She 

will be part-time, spending time at Marvin and 
Bonner each week.  

If you want to volunteer at Bonner or want 
information about our partnership, email April 
at alopez@marvinumc.com. Let’s welcome 
April with our great Marvin hospitality!  

September Habits of the Heart 

People who are homeless face many 

situations that we take for granted. One 
example is that most of us don’t have to worry 
about having dry socks in the winter or an 
extra pair of clean underwear. These simple 
items are not available to those who struggle 
to find food and shelter each day. This month 
we are collecting all sizes of socks and 
underwear for men and women at Hiway 80 
Rescue Mission. Bring your donation to the 
collection center outside the Welcome 

Center or you may make a donation to 
missions and designate “Habits of the Heart” 
and we will purchase the items for you. 

PATH Week luncheon 

People Attempting to Help (PATH) will host 
their annual community luncheon from 11:30 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 9, at the 
CrossWalk Conference Center at Green 
Acres. Individual tickets to the luncheon and 
event sponsorships are available by calling 
PATH (903.597.7284). Marvin has partnered 
with PATH for 36 years in their efforts to 
change the face of poverty, homelessness 
and hunger in our community. 

Serve at Bonner Elementary 

Marvin has been a partner with Bonner for 
many years. We’ve seen the results of 
investing our time and resources into these 
young lives—what a difference it has made!  

Do you want to change a child’s life forever? 
If so, considering being a mentor or volunteer 
at Bonner! There are opportunities to tutor, to 
read, to teach and to be a lunch buddy in 
addition to going on field trips, helping with 
school events, or assisting teachers with 
bulletin boards, filing, etc. There are 

opportunities for everyone!  

If you want to be on the Bonner volunteer list, 
just contact the Missions office and we’ll fill 
you in on possibilities.  

Missions updates 

 

BBQ LUNCHEON 
You’re invited to hear how PHA is “being family” to 

vulnerable Ukranian youth! 

12:30 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 26, in Pirtle Hall 

Email pha@programforhumanitarianaid.org or call 

979.220.5691 to make a reservation for the free luncheon. 

PROGRAMFORHUMANITARIANAID.ORG 
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Ladies, join us for a night of fun and games! Games Night begins at 6 
p.m. Friday, Sept. 17, in Pirtle Hall. Dinner will be served, and free child 
care is available. Sign up on the website or contact Amy Kirby 
(akirby@marvinumc.com) for information. 

Ladies, come for Games Night 

Adults 

Missions Fair 

9:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.  

Sunday, Oct. 3 

Fair Gym 

Come and see displays from our 

50 mission partners! 

Come and meet some of our 

missionaries! 

Come and learn how you can 

be involved in serving, here and 

around the world! 

Women on a Mission  

Ladies luncheon 

You’re invited to lunch and 
learn at 11:45 a.m. Tuesday, 
Sept. 14. Our speaker will be 
Director of Missions Melissa 
Brigman. Sign up and pay ($15) 
on the website. 

Amazing Grace Circle  

It's the start of a New Year for 
Amazing Grace Night Circle 
and we have an amazing year 
planned! Our first meeting will 
be at 6 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 21, 
at La Madeleine French Bakery. 

Come and hear about the fun 

meetings and mission projects 
coming up. For more information 
contact Ann Head (903.279.9979). 

Susanna Wesley Circle  

The Susanna Wesley Circle will kick 
off the year at 11:30 a.m. Monday, 
Sept. 20. Meet in Pirtle Hall for lunch 
and a program by Jan Hurst. Her 
program Everyone Has a Story is a 
presentation based on her book A 
Story of Love and Loss. For more 
information and to RSVP, contact 
Martha Griffith (903.530.6125) or 
Connie Seale (903.530.4427). 

Women’s Retreat 

Fall for Jesus 
Oct. 22 and 23 

Lakeview Retreat Center 

Invite a friend!  

Space is limited,  

and registration  

begins soon. 

mailto:alopez@marvinumc.com

