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On July 2, 1863, Joshua Chamberlain and his 300-

soldier regiment faced an incredible challenge at the 

battle of Gettysburg. After holding off five charges by 

the 15th and 47th Alabama infantry regiments of the 

Confederacy, Chamberlain and his remaining 80 men, 

were down to one round of ammunition with no 

reinforcements coming.   

As the Confederates were forming rank for one final 

charge, even though severely outnumbered, 

Chamberlain climbed onto a small rock wall, drew his 

sword, and yelled, “Charge!” The Union soldiers drew 

bayonets and went on the offensive, surprising their 

enemy. What at first seemed like a suicide mission 

turned into a victory as the battle was won. 

Historians believe that if Chamberlain had not 

charged, the rebels would have gained the high 

ground and would have most likely won the battle. If 

the rebels had won, some believe that the outcome of 

the war may have been different. Might it be that the 

courage of one changed the course of history? 

Chamberlain, in later years reflecting on the battle, 

made this comment: “I had deep within me the ability 

to do nothing. I knew that I may die, but I also knew 

that I would not die with a bullet in my back.” 

We all can make the choice to do nothing as we 

watch life unfold in this season of uncertainty, difficulty 

and challenges. We can play it safe, hunker down and 

live our lives on the defensive, or we can step out into 

our circles of influence and offer ourselves to God and 

to our church for the advancement of Christ’s 

Kingdom.   

It was the founder of the Methodist Church who said, 

“Give me 100 preachers who fear nothing but sin, and 

desire nothing but God, and I care not a straw whether 

they be clergypersons or laity; such alone will shake the 

gates of hell and set up the kingdom of heaven on 

earth.” Wesley sought to go on the offensive, pushing 

back the dark cultural immorality of his time and the 

trajectory of civil divisiveness with the gospel of Jesus 

Christ. He sought to “spread Scriptural holiness across 

the land” and through the mutual accountability of 

watching over one another in love, desired to move 

people closer towards a life of loving God and loving 

neighbor. 

Where did he get such inspiration? No doubt from the 

Holy Spirit, Who called many servants of God 

throughout the Bible to step into their special moment 

in the story of God’s salvation. Noah, Abraham, Moses, 

Joseph, Gideon, Esther and Mary are all servants who 

eflections from the lead pastor 

chose to step 

into the 

challenge 

before them 

(sometimes 

reluctantly) 

rather than 

choosing to do 

nothing. 

I am excited 

about the new 

discipleship 

pathway that 

has been 

created by our 

discipleship team that provides for members and 

guests a “next step” opportunity to get everyone 

moving in their spiritual walk with Christ. It has been a 

joy to be a part of our Frank Budde Christian 

Leadership Initiative classes, where leaders are being 

equipped for service in the church and in the 

community. Our strategic plan, our fall classes and 

upcoming stewardship campaign are all opportunities 

to help us move closer to Christ and advance our 

church’s ministry for the building of God’s Kingdom in 

East Texas and around the world. 

I am asking you, my brothers and sisters in Christ, to fully 

step-into and “charge” the opportunities to grow your 

spirit and support the ministries of your church. Every 

person matters. Every gift matters. Every act of service 

makes a difference. Your decision to advance the 

Kingdom and push back the darkness, to offer yourself 

in Christian service and give to support the operating 

budget of the church will make a difference, and I 

believe influence the future of our church and 

community. 

Let’s “be strong and very courageous” (Joshua 1:7). 

“The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let 

us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the 

armor of light” (Romans 13:12). Or as one church 

member put it in a meeting recently, “I’m all in!” 

 

In Christ, 

DR. DOUG BAKER 
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During the month of September, we celebrated our 

kindergartners with a tour of our church and its places of 

worship. Our kinder friends received a very special Bible and 

“Big Church Bag” to help them as they join their families in 

worship.  

Our third-grade children received their Bibles, and we are 

excited to see them dive into God’s word and learn more 

about the promises He’s given us!  

As we head into the 

fall with the 

excitement of our 

kids taking these 

steps of growth and 

faith, we also get 

excited about 

opportunities of 

fellowship with our 

church family and 

community. We 

hope to kick off a new tradition this October at our Fall 

Family Fun Night! Join us from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Oct. 24 for 

games, food, fellowship and of course, FUN!  

We want to open our arms wide to welcome our community 

to an evening of safe fun for children and families with 

carnival games, hayrides, a pumpkin decorating contest 

and candy! Save the date and let us know how you’d like to 

help us throw a great fall party for our community as we 

share the love of Jesus! Contact Sarah Scott 

(sscott@marvinumc.com) to get involved..  

A new tradition: Fall Family Fun! 

Kids 

Welcome Elizabeth Aranguren 

Fall is here and we 
welcome the new start to 
school and routine. With 
new starts, we are thrilled 
to welcome our new 
director of Marvin littles, 
Elizabeth Aranguren to the 
Marvin staff!  

Elizabeth joins us full time in 
the beginning of October 
and will work with our birth 
to preschool children and 
families. Elizabeth has 
many years of experience 
with toddlers and 

preschool ages and a beautiful heart for Jesus!  

Be sure to welcome Elizabeth and pray for her and her 
family in this new chapter.   
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Most folks who attend Marvin 

Church have noticed the Sunday 

School class in the “fishbowl” just 

across from the entrance to Herd 

Worship Center. There each Sunday 

morning, the Friendly Bible Class 

continues a tradition dating all the 

way back to 1928—the class having 

been broadcast on live radio most 

every single Sunday since 1931, 

these days on KTTB 600 AM. 

The year was 1928. According to 

church archive records and the 

Marvin history Forward in Faith, 

Marvin Church hosted a revival 

featuring speaker Dr. Frank C. 

Onderdonk. Marvin member Billy 

Walsh was so moved by Dr. 

Onderdonk’s message that he went 

to visit him at the Blackstone Hotel 

the following day. During their 

conversation, Dr. Onderdonk 

exhorted Billy “to do something 

important for Marvin Church.”  

Billy’s response was to begin a 

Sunday School class later to 

become known as the Friendly 

Bible Class.  

This name is attributed to Galloway 

Calhoun (pictured at right) who 

continually urged the class to be 

friendly. Galloway served as the 

class’ teacher from 1930 until his 

death in 1962.  

Among the teachers who have 

served since is Dr. David Nichols 

who has been teaching the class 

since 1992. 

The class has moved locations a 

number of times over the years. At 

one time the class was so large 

that it had to be moved to the 

sanctuary to accommodate the 

large number attending. Later, the 

class would move to Herd Worship 

Center and then to the Hub where 

it is presently located.   

Each 

Sunday, 

the 

class 

begins 

with a 

hymn 

fest 

closing 

with the 

first verse of the Class theme song: 

Help Somebody Today. In its earlier 

days, the class featured its own 

band which included current Marvin 

member Dean Chapman playing 

the trumpet.  

This history lesson from is brought to 

you by the Marvin Archives Team. 

You can contact us through our 

new email address: 

archives@marvinumc.com  

Origins of our longest-running Sunday School class 

Caring 

Marvin Church 

300 W. Erwin Street 

Tyler, TX 75702 

903.592.7396 

info@marvinumc.com 

Facebook.com/Marvin.UMC 

MarvinUMC.com 

Aug. 15 ................................. 564 

Aug. 22 ................................. 619 

Aug. 29 ................................. 574 

Sept. 5 .................................. 521 

Sept. 12 ................................ 623 

Financial update through August Attendance 

 Aug. budget Aug. actual YTD budget YTD actual 

Gifts received/other income $   276,599 $  269,032 $ 2,558,461 $2,346,907 

Expenditures $   342,233 $  290,647 $ 2,881,731 $2,451,874 

Excess/(shortage) $(65,634) $ (21,615) $ (323,270) $(104,967) 

News 

Facing the holidays after the death of a loved one can 
be more difficult that you or your family realize.  

Join Rev. Gerry Giles from 9 to 11:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
Nov. 13, in the library for a video presentation on how to 

survive the holidays and how to find healing as you 
move forward in your daily walk through the pain of 
grief.  

Sign up on the website by Nov. 11. 

Survive the holidays while grieving 
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From everyone who has been given much, much will be demanded; 
and from the one who has been entrusted with much, much more will 
be asked (Luke 12:48).  

Oct. 10—Entrusted with our Faith, Philippians 2:12-16 | How will you 
maximize the salvation entrusted to you? 

Oct. 17—Entrusted with the Next Generation, Psalm 78:1-7 | How do 
you tell the next generation of God’s power and wondrous deeds? 

Oct. 24—Entrusted with Financial Resources, Malachi 3:10-12 | How are 
you sharing what God has entrusted to you? Bring a $10 bill, add a 
Marvin sticker, and give it away! Share the story of how you gave $10 
away: email give@marvinumc.com. 

Oct. 31—Entrusted with the Grace of God, 1 Peter 4: 7-11 | When has 
your faith opened a door to share your story? 

Stewardship Sunday Oct. 31 

• Pray with pastors in the sanctuary at 7:30 a.m. 

• Bring your 2022 estimate of giving card with you to church to turn in during worship services or mail it to the 
church. Your gifts support the ministries and missions of Marvin Church. 

• Additional resources are online at MarvinUMC.com/Give 

• Volunteers will be available to answer your questions at an informational table by the Welcome Center. 

Entrusted sermon series coming this month 

Stewardship 
$10 giveaway 

Sunday, Oct. 24 

Bring a $10 bill to church. 
We’ll give you a  

special Marvin sticker  
to attach and 

encourage you to give 
it away in Jesus’ name! 

Share the story of  
how you gave your  
$10 bill away at  

give@marvinumc.com. 

Susanna Wesley | Meet at 11:30 
a.m. Oct. 18, in Pirtle hall to hear 
“Striving to be a Tabitha: How a 
sewing machine has impacted my 
life!” By Rebecca Ballard.  

Make lunch reservation ($8.25)  

on the website.  

Amazing Grace | Angela Jennings 
will introduce Marvin's newest 
mission partner, Warrior Women. 
Learn about this mission for single 
moms and how we can help. 

Angela also will lead a fun art 
project.  

Meet at 6 p.m. Oct. 12, at Panera 
Bread. For information contact Ann 
Head (903.279.9979). 

Adults 

Women on a Mission circles 

Join the Ventures for a lunch and a walking tour of historic Oakwood Cemetery on 
Saturday, Oct. 23. Meet at 11 a.m. in the Elm Street parking lot. We’ll bus to Don 
Juan’s on the Square for lunch, then to the cemetery for the tour. Cost of the tour is 
$10 in advance; lunch is on your own. We’ll be back at Marvin around 3 p.m. 

Oakwood Cemetery is on the corner of Palace and Oakwood in Tyler. We’ll be 
guided around many of the historic graves, complete with stories. 

Sign up online. The deadline is Oct. 21. 

Explore with the Ventures 

Join Marvin women at Fall for Jesus, a retreat Oct. 22-23 
at Lakeview Methodist Conference Center in Palestine. 
Gina Baker, wife of our lead pastor, will facilitate.  

Come prepared to relax, be encouraged by God’s 
Word, have fun and enjoy some time alone with God in 
a beautiful setting. Bring an old friend and enjoy meeting 
new ones. Cost ($65) includes lodging and meals, and 

scholarships are available.  

Space is limited to 30 participants so register now on our 
website. The retreat starts with dinner on Friday and will 
end by 1 p.m. on Saturday.   

For information contact Gina Baker 
(gbaker3@suddenlink.net) For registration help, contact 
Amy Kirby (akirby@marvinumc.com). 

Women’s retreat: Fall for Jesus 

 

mailto:akirby@marvinumc.com
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Marvin Church 
kicked off the 
school year by 
supporting our 
wonderful Bonner 
staff and providing 
them with lunch 
and an insulated 
bag along with a 
thank you note to 
show our 
appreciation. We 
also collected 
school supplies 
which were gifted 
to Bonner to get 
them prepared for 
a new school year. 

Our hardworking Menders built 30 storage units for 
Chromebooks which was very appreciated! In addition, we 
were able to assist Bonner leaders with gift cards to Little 
Caesars, Burger King and McDonald’s. They have a reward 
system where students who have shown outstanding behavior 
are able to share a lunch with their principal and other peers. 

Unfortunately, Bonner will not be allowing any volunteers in the classroom this semester due to COVID. However, 
volunteers will still get the chance to help with special events throughout the year. If you are interested in becoming 
a volunteer, visit Tylerisd.org and fill out the volunteer application. For more information, please contact our Bonner 
Coordinator April Lopez (alopez@marvinumc.com). 

Missions 

Bonner Elementary update 

This month we are 
collecting all kinds of paper 
for Promise Academy. They 
need copy paper, art 
paper, construction paper, 
sketch paper, card stock, 
butcher paper and bulletin 
board paper. Please note 
that they do not need 
notebook paper.  

Promise Academy is a private 
Christian school whose mission is to 
cultivate wise, creative and 
compassionate leaders through 
exemplary Christ-centered 
education in North Tyler for the joy 
of our city and the glory of God. 
Promise Academy is founded on the 
conviction that “as an outpouring of 
God’s goodness and grace” all 
children are created with promise, 

and they believe that it is 
to God’s glory to nurture, 
affirm and fight for every 
child’s potential and God-
given gifts. They also 
believe God created 
children as body, mind, 
and spirit. Therefore, they 
foster an educational 

program that addresses the needs 
of the whole child, including the 
spiritual dimension. 

Bring your donation to the 
collection shelf outside the 
Welcome Center or due to COVID 
you may make a donation to 
Missions and designate Promise 
Academy and we will purchase 
the items for you.  

Our October collection is a paper promise 

October  

Serve Night 
Serve Night will be at 6 p.m. 

Monday, Oct. 18, in the gym. 

Come and spend some time 

serving our neighbors through 

Marvin Church.  

Grab your family after dinner 

and do a fun mission project 

that will make a big difference 

in the lives of others.  

You don’t need to sign up—

just show up! 
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Sunday mornings, grades six 
through 12, 10-10:45 a.m. in the 
student center on the third floor: 
high school and middle school 
groups exploring Jesus and His 
word together! 

Midweek 

All students (grades six-12) |  
6-7 p.m. in Marvin's Fair Gym  

High school students (grades 
nine-12) | 7-8 p.m. at the Fry's, 2210 Mulberry Grove  

Sunday nights 

6-8 p.m., meet in Fair Gym (enter the Elm Street door nearest the 
gym) for rec, dinner, worship and small groups 

Oct. 3 | All students @ MUMC, 6-8 p.m. 

Oct. 10 | All students @ MUMC, 6-8 p.m. 

Oct. 17 | All students @ MUMC, 6-8 p.m. 

Oct. 24 | All students @ MUMC, 6-8 p.m. 

Oct. 31 | No meeting—Halloween 

Nov. 7 | All students @ MUMC, 6-8 p.m. 

Nov. 14 | All students @ MUMC, 6-8 p.m. 

Nov. 21 | No meeting—Thanksgiving 

Nov. 28 | All students @ MUMC, 6-8 p.m. 

Dec. 5 | All students @ MUMC, 6-8 p.m. 

Dec. 12 | Christmas party! 

Dec. 19 | No meeting—Christmas 

Dec. 26 | No meeting—Christmas 

Fall schedule  
for students 

Students Students 
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By Bobby Herrington 
Director of Operations and Facilities 

Over the past seven years the 
Trustees have been diligent in 
updating equipment.  

We have replaced the air 
handler units for the sanctuary, 
chapel, nursery and most 
recently Herd Worship Center. 
In 2017, the church replaced 
two chillers, two boilers and the 
cooling tower. In 2018, the 
church also replaced the AC 
unit for the district office.  

The year 2018 brought more 
savings as the stained-glass 
window project began. Having 
the windows re-leaded and the 
wooden framework re-caulked 
and sealed helped in 
regulating the temperature in 
the sanctuary.  

In December of 2020, the 
Trustees approved the LED 
lighting update for the church. 
This is where all the fixtures were 
converted to LED, parking lot 
lights included. Also, in 2019, 
we locked in on a great 
electrical rate for the next five 
years.   

Considering all these factors, 
the church is seeing significant 
savings in utilities. 

Utilities report 

Memorials and gifts as of Sept. 10 News 

ETERNAL FLAME FUND 

In honor of Dr. & Mrs. 

Duane Andrews 

Margaret & Jim 

Perkins 

Josh Pulver 

In honor of  

Robert Calbert 

Craig Calbert 

In honor of Judy Hill 

Martha & Mac Griffith 

In honor of Gina & 

Doug Baker, Leanne & 

Marc Donaldson, 

Laura & Gerry Giles, 

Lauren & John Wayne 

McMann and Kara & 

Jonathan Story 

Anita Nourse 

In memory of  

Daisy Barger 

Sandy & Ron Dodson 

Judie & Rick Murphey 

Charlotte Wilson 

In memory of Wynona 

Hogue Blakeney and 

Vance Brown 

Alexis & Doug Hogue 

In memory of  

Judy Calbert 

Craig Calbert 

Robert Calbert 

In memory of  

Maude Caldwell 

Judy & Richard York 

In memory of  

Fred Fazand 

Mary & Ron Gammell 

In memory of  

Ben Gann 

Genelle Gann 

In memory of  

Mary Hammond 

Sally & Floyd Betts 

Brenda Byerly 

Marilyn & John Hardy 

Sherry & Ray Kent 

In memory of Valerie 

Kay Hardy 

Marilyn & John Hardy 

In memory of Judy Hill 

Debbie & Randy 

Cook 

In memory of  

Jean Morton 

Karen Hughes 

Nancy Ireland 

 

In memory of  

Grace Murphey 

Judie & Rick Murphey 

In memory of  

Mildred Grinstead 

and Eleanor Stringer 

Janet Rippy 

In memory of  

Jane McDaniel 

Caro & Tommy 

Bartley 

Paula & Joe Bates 

Debbie Coffey 

Cindy & Randy 

Kidwell 

Francine & Gene 

Molloy 

Barbara & Don 

Osada 

Paula & John Perkins 

Janet Rippy 

In memory of  

Ken Sanders 

Judy & Richard York 

In memory of Dr. 

Steve Wilson 

Charlotte Wilson 

In memory of Carey 

Woods 

Paula & John Perkins 

FRIENDLY BIBLE CLASS 

In memory of Jean 

Morton 

Edwina Bulman 

Sandy Wilson 

 

MISSIONS  

In memory of  

Maude Caldwell 

Cathy & Johnny Hirt 

In memory of  

Mary Hammond 

Betsy Adams 

Melissa & George 

Brigman 

In memory of  

Jean Morton 

Friendly Bible Class  

In memory of  

Floyd Pace 

Dawn & Gary 

Herwood 

 

MUSIC 

In memory of  

Mary Hammond 

Debbie & Randy 

Cook 
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Haiti | A magnitude 7.2 earthquake struck Haiti 
Aug. 14. More than 136,800 buildings were 
damaged or destroyed. More than 2,250 
people died, with 12,763 injured and 329 people 
still missing. Marvin Church immediately 
responded with the donation of 126 water filters 
that we had in storage. As of the writing of this 
article (Sept. 11), we’ve collected more than 
$5,000 for UMCOR (the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief) for direct help in Haiti. 

Hurricane Ida | This category 4 hurricane 
became the second-most damaging and 
intense hurricane to strike the state of Louisiana. 
It impacted Louisiana and other states from 
Aug. 26 through Sept. 4. Marvin Church 
became a collection center for material 
donations not only from our church members, 
but also from Methodist churches around East 
Texas. We collected $50 Walmart gift cards to 
be given to Methodist families impacted by the 
storm. As of the writing of this article (Sept. 11), 
more than $13,100 has been collected for 
UMCOR for direct help. 

Ongoing | We are continuing to collect for both 
of these needs. We anticipate taking a Marvin 
Menders rebuilding trip in early 2022 to work on 
Louisiana Methodist churches that need our 
help. If you want to be on the interest list for that 
trip, contact Melissa Brigman in the Missions 
office or Garth Pattullo, Menders coordinator. 

Marvin and disaster response 

Missions  
Fair 

9:15 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 

Sunday, Oct. 3 

Fair Gym 
• Come and see displays from our 50 

mission partners! 

• Come and meet some of our missionaries! 

• Come and learn how you can be 
involved in serving, here and around the 
world!  

Share military names 
and addresses 

If you have a friend or relative serving in the 
military overseas, please let us know. We are 
gathering names for our mid-November holiday 
mailing. We will need his or her name and 
military mailing address.  

Send your information to Shannon Pogue in the 
Missions office (903.592.7396 or 
spogue@marvinumc.com). 

Missions 

We are collecting 
toys to be used in 
Christmas Joy! Gifts 
need to be new and 
unwrapped, ranging 
in value from $10 to $20, for infants through 
teenagers. Bring donations to the Missions 
office. 

We’re collecting toys! 
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Discipleship 

Email mdonaldson@marvinumc.com for information. 
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