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As the lead Shepherd of this congregation, and one who strives to be a servant leader, the Lord 

has called me to this season in the church to lead, in tandem with our clergy and leadership 

teams, our congregation to follow the teachings of Holy Scripture as we navigate these 

challenging times.  John Wesley referred to himself (and I believe implied for the people called 

Methodists) to be “people of the Book.”  In Wesley’s sermon, The Witness of Our Own Spirit, he 

writes, “the Christian rule of right and wrong is the Word of God.” 

 

I believe that the DNA of Marvin Church was set early by the founding of the Friendly Bible 

Class in 1928 as businessmen from the community filled our sanctuary to hear Bible teaching, 

worthy of radio broadcast throughout the city.  The commitment of this church to Sunday 

School and Bible study has been relevant throughout the generations as new classes and Bible 

studies have been birthed over the years.  Marvin Church has embraced John Wesley’s vision to 

“spread Scriptural holiness across the land.”  Our current discipleship pathway promotes Bible 

study, class meetings, and bands as key tools to assist in the spiritual transformation of the 

believer. 

 

The United Methodist Church has entered a “crossroads” moment.  Our theological differences 

in our denomination (including, for some, the authority of Scripture, the belief in the literal 

resurrection, the virgin birth, but most definitely our understanding of human sexuality) has led 

to the establishment of a Protocol for Reconciliation and Grace through Separation that was 

written with the help of professional mediators that gained widespread approval (after being 

endorsed by ten major advocacy groups representing both sides of the conflict.)  This Protocol 

provided for an amicable and orderly separation, but due to COVID-19, it has not been able to 

be voted upon by General Conference, either in 2020, 2021, or 2022. 

 

The Protocol allows the UMC to move forward by entering the denomination that best fits its 

theological convictions for faith and practice.  The Global Methodist Church (to be launched this 

Sunday, May 1st) will be one of the primary denominations, along with the post-separation 

United Methodist Church. 

 

The Protocol allows the Post-Separation UMC to go a different course than its fifty-four-year 

history, it will change the definition of marriage as being between a man and a woman and 

provide its churches and pastors the opportunity to bless same gender marriage and ordain 

self-avowed practicing homosexuals. 

 

The Global Methodist Church has worked to draft its proposed Book of Discipline.  It will uphold 

the traditional understanding of marriage as being between a man and a woman and keep the 



current ordination requirements.  More information will be forthcoming during the summer 

months illustrating the differences between the two denominations so that local churches can 

make informed decisions regarding this matter. 

 

The Global Methodist Church allows us to continue to be who we have always been- a church 

with a strong Biblical witness; a heart for missions spurred on by a Wesleyan theology of 

sanctification inspired by hearts transformed by Christ. 

 

Proponents of staying in the United Methodist Church will say that “We are stronger together” 

and “it is a better witness to the community to not go through a schism or name change” and 

“Our tent is a big one.”  Statements have also been shared that “If a church doesn’t want to do 

same gender marriages it doesn’t have to and neither does its pastors.”  I believe, however, 

that once the Discipline is changed, the churches no longer have the “Cover of the Greater 

Church Discipline” and it will be only a matter of time before the church is challenged to do so.  

I believe also that once the Discipline changes, people will begin to exit the church, particularly 

here at Marvin. 

 

Supporters of full inclusion for marriage rights and ordination will also say that the church has 

gotten other things wrong before.  The church has stood with slavery and has oppressed 

women.  Now that we have been delivered from these, homosexuality is the next wave of 

liberation. 

 

My understanding of Biblical interpretation is formed by William Webb, author of Slaves, 

Women, and Sexuality.  In what Webb calls the “redemptive-movement hermeneutic,” God 

met people and social conditions where they were and nudged them forward.  The bulk of Bible 

texts concerning slaves and women move in a less restrictive or freeing direction relative to the 

original culture.  On the other hand, texts regarding human sexuality move in a more restrictive 

direction.  There is no trajectory for the loosening of sexual standards.  While the culture of the 

New Testament times was somewhat permissive about same-gender sexual practices, Scripture 

was prohibitive for God’s people.  There are no Biblical passages that speak favorably about 

homosexuality. 

 

Divine design is revealed in the order of God’s creation as God creates marriage to be between 

a man and a woman. 

 

Romans 1:18-32 speaks clearly against giving oneself over to the sinful desires of one’s heart, 

even in situations described as consensual. 

 

There is much in our broken world that baffles the mind and wounds the heart.  Brokenness 

and depravity impacts all of us in various ways that make life challenging and sometimes 

prevent us from living the life God desires for us.  Same gender attraction is very real.  With all 



the reading that I have done about the subject, I have found that there is no one clear agreed 

upon cause for it.  I cannot fully understand its complexity, nor have I ever experienced it 

personally. 

 

I too, have my own “bent towards sinning” as one who experiences the human condition of 

depravity.  As a follower of Christ, I must work intently to “work out my salvation” and do my 

part to encourage the Spirit’s sanctifying work in me.  We all sin, and no sin is greater than 

another.  But I do not ask the church to bless my brokenness, but to love me towards 

transformation in Christ with others. 

 

God calls us to love all people and invite them to join us in seeking to align ourselves with the 

teachings of Scripture.  When we reach a place that we can no longer agree on the theology 

that informs our faith and practice; when some want to expand practices that move beyond 

what we have traditionally known, the best alternative might be to have an amicable 

separation where two parties can go with each other’s blessing and fulfil the ministries that we 

care called to do. 

 

In Biblical times, Paul and Barnabas parted ways in service.  During the days of the English 

revival, John Wesley and John Whitfield remained close friends even after they realized that 

their theologies were not compatible to working together.  Wesley even did the eulogy at 

Whitfield’s funeral. 

 

Reading the Bible, holy conferencing, thinking and let others think differently are always done 

best through what Wesley called the “lens of love.”  A Methodist is a person who “loves the 

Lord their God with all their heart, soul, mind, and strength.”  I have had conversations with 

persons in our church that hold a different viewpoint on the matters that I have addressed 

today.  I am grateful for the respectful dialogue and love extended through our time together.  I 

am sure there will be more conversations and I look forward to them.  Respectfully discussing 

our differences often brings clarity to what we believe. 

 

Here is what is ahead for us: 

 

A Saturday, May 14th called District Meeting will be held at Lakeview Methodist Camp from 

10:00 a.m. until 11:30 a.m.  I would ask that members of the administrative council make it a 

priority to attend.  Please contact Laura Reinfried @ lreinfried@marvinumc.com or 

903.510.8340, no later than Tuesday, May 3 if you would like to attend.  We will be taking a 

church van (or two, if needed) to the meeting. 

 

At the May session of the Texas Annual Conference, a couple of resolutions will be presented: 
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• One that seeks to establish a called session of Annual Conference in August or 

September for the purpose of voting on whether the Annual Conference will disaffiliate 

as a Conference. 

• Another establishes the vote threshold for Annual Conference disaffiliation.  

 

A straw ballot poll was taken at last night’s meeting on the pulse of the Administrative Council 

and here are the results: 

 

Of the 36 people in attendance at the Administrative Council meeting on April 26, 13 were 

pastors or Marvin staff ineligible to vote. 

 

Of the remaining 23 Administrative Council members signed in, three left before the straw poll 

was announced. 

 

The 20 votes cast were as follows: 

 

Leaning toward affiliation with the Global Methodist Church 16 80% 

 

Leaning toward affiliation with the Post Separation UMC    3 15% 

 

Undecided          1 5% 

 

In the meantime, know that July and August, and possibly September will be months for greater 

discernment as materials are presented comparing the denominations.  With this presentation 

today and the information sent regarding Bishop Jones’ webinar in March, Marvin’s Church 

Council should be up to date.  Our clergy staff will keep the congregation informed of other 

developments while I am on sabbatical in May and June. 

 

Early next week we will have a link up on our website “Questions at Marvin “ under “About Us” 

for any questions you may have. 

 

In Christ, 

Doug Baker 

 


