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“So then, just as you 
received Christ Jesus 

as Lord, continue to live 
your lives in him, 

rooted and built up in 
him, strengthened in 
the faith as you were 

taught, and overflowing 
with thankfulness.”

Colossians 
2:6-7

Marvin family, 

We wanted to bring you a snapshot across 
our ministry areas that tell the story of 

how God has worked in our church from 
2019 through Spring 2020. We are currently 

in unprecedented times, but we wanted to 
show you God’s faithfulness in our recent past 

in order to remind you of His faithfulness in our 
present and into our future. 

May the God of faithfulness see Marvin Church  
through 2020 and beyond!
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A Message from Dr. Baker

With 54 ministry  
partners extending 
the ‘mission hands and 
mission hearts’ of  
Marvin across the globe, 
it is impossible to count 
the number of lives 
touched through our 
generosity.”

2 Corinthians 9:12 states “This service that you 
perform is not only supplying the needs of the 
Lord’s people but is also overflowing in many 
expressions of thanks to God.”  From the beautiful 
sanctuary of the Marvin Church with its restored 
stained-glass windows to the bush of Tanzania, 
Africa, the praises of God’s people have been 
lifted to the heavens because of the generosity 
of the Marvin family!

I hope that you will enjoy reading the 2019-2020 
annual report of Marvin Church as it highlights 
some of the ministry successes, and most 
importantly, lives reached for Christ because of 
the faithful stewardship practices of the church 
family.  Though the report shares lots of numbers 
(the total dollars given, and the numbers of 

people reached through the ministries funded) please know that every 
single gift and every single person reached for Christ matters.

There is no way to put into words the delight of the young pastor of the 
Kabuye Methodist Church who, upon receiving the generous gift to 
purchase a motorcycle, knows that he will no longer have to walk to 
visit his parishioners and can also carry sick members to see a doctor.  
How do you measure the spiritual impact on a youth who has grown 
up in the church, been confirmed here, and serves her senior year of 
high school as a children’s ministry intern?  Those who participated in 
the Graduating Senior Sunday Service were blessed to hear Kenley 
Kizer’s testimony. With 54 ministry partners extending the “mission 
hands and mission hearts” of Marvin across the globe, it is impossible 
to count the number of lives touched through our generosity.

Thank you, Marvin Church, that even though 2020 brought the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the church has continued to operate 

in new and create ways to serve our community and 
be faithful to our ministry partners.  You have 

supplied what has been needed for operations, 
you have continued to fund the Eternal Flame, 
and the Marvin Foundation achieved it’s $1 
million goal by the end of 2019.  There are only 
two things to say:  Thanks and Praise God! 

“

Dr. Baker in Tanzania presenting the 
Pastor of Kabuye UMC with his motorcycle
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Missions: The Numbers

MISSIONS 
# of people 

served

PARTNERS 
# of mission 

partners
VIDA  

ABUNDANTE 
average #  
worship 

attendance 

MISSIONS  
# of people in 
congregation 

 serving

2,312
10,780

50
54
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Infants  

Toddlers  
 

Age 2   

Age 3   

Age 4  

Kinder   

Grade 1  

Grade 2  

Grade 3  

Grade 4  

Grade 5  

 # @VBS 
450
C h i l d re n

Children: The Numbers

 # @VBS 
236

 #  Weekly 
239

Vo l un te e r s

C h i l d re n

# Preschool Children: 143
1 4

34

26

30

23

16

17

2 1

20

20

18

Av e ra g e
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Students: The Numbers Music: The Numbers

CHOIR:
12 Concerts

Attendees:
4,200

E S T I M AT E D  TOTA L

 Av e ra g e

#  Weekly
28 

S tu d e n t s
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Generosity: The Numbers

Your TOTAL 2019 gifts to 
support your church: 

$4,233,250.41

Stock gifts: 

 $180,682

IRA rollover gifts: 

 $36,728

Text-To-Give 
(903.630.8446): 
$8,538

Church members
who gave 
using Tithe.ly:  

584

MUMC Foundation gifts: 

$203,471 
Total Foundation as of 12/31/19 

$1,043,315

Eternal Flame gifts from 
fourth-annual Dinner and  
Other generous gifts: 

$366,647
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2 0 0 -P LU S  G U E S T S 
E N J OYE D  FA I T H  A N D 
FA S H I O N  T H R O U G H 
T H E  G E N E R AT I O N S

Men: The Numbers Women: The Numbers

# Men
gathered  for

# UMW 
Members: The Gathering:7 0 +  PA R T I C I PAT E D

I N  T H E  M E N ’ S
G O L F  S C R A M BL E
L A S T  J U LY  &  AU G US T

G A T H E R I N G
men’s ministry

T H E

54 135
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BECAUSE OF YOU, 
MARVIN CHURCH  

ACCOMPLISHES 

GRE AT THINGS 

FOR GOD.

Discipleship:
The Numbers SUNDAY SCHOOL

CLASSES OFFERED:

   20

    5
WORSHIP 
SERVICES 
EACH WEEK:    

  10 AVG # TOTAL
AT TENDANCE: 

186

1,234
AVG # TOTAL
AT TENDANCE: 

16 Marvin UMC 17Marvin UMC

FALL 2019
CL A SSES OFFERED:

  

DISCIPLESHIP

BANDS  
FORMED:       1 7

SPRING 2020
CL A SSES OFFERED:

    11



Connections: The Numbers

107

Congregational Life:
The Numbers

# HOMEBOUND MEMBERS 
 SERVED COMMUNION MONTHLY

# MARVIN MEMBERS SERVING
 HOMEBOUND COMMUNION

# MEMBERS VISITED IN HOSPITALS 
 AT LEAST ONCE

# ENCOURAGEMENT CARDS MAILED 
 TO HOMEBOUND MEMBERS

# RETIRED PASTORS REACHING OUT 
 TO MEMBERS WEEKLY

# GRIEFSHARE SUPPORT 
 MEETINGS HELD

16

151

912

3

2 7

30

# NEW 
 MEMBERS:
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OUR

CORONAVIRUS
(COVID-19)

RESPONSE

Though the COVID-19 pandemic has 
created a new world in which  
to do ministry, Marvin Church’s 
laity and staff have creatively 
responded to the challenges 
and have sought to continue 
our ministry efforts while 
seeking to protect the health of 
our church family and community. 
As the coronavirus began to impact 
our nation, Marvin was already 
taking precautions by increasing hand 
sanitation stations, adjusting our Sunday 
morning food and beverage hospitality, and 
removing hymnals and Bibles from the sanctuary.  
Following a conference call with health care professionals 
from Methodist Hospital and our Bishop, on-campus 
worship services were canceled on March 15th and the 
church quickly shifted to on-line “live-stream” Sunday 
morning worship offerings. 

Since the closing of the Marvin campus, church staff and 
laity have worked hard behind the scenes (and from home) 
to connect with our members through “Love in Action” 
phone calls (over 2,000), Zoom meetings for children, 
youth, and adults, and Facebook “live streams” for weekday 
devotions, musical offerings, and Mid-week Meditation.  
Encouragement cards have been mailed to members, 
Easter lilies delivered to members’ homes, and facemasks 
have been made and delivered to homes by our Sewing 
Brigade. Along the way, as our church family has 
experienced death, Marvin pastors have provided 
graveside services for the bereaved.

The leadership of the church has continued to provide 
the necessary governance to our operations by conducting 
important finance, trustees, Staff-parish relations, and 
Administrative Council meetings by Zoom. At the 
recommendation of the finance committee, the Board of 
Directors, with notification of the Administrative Council, 

applied for and received funding 
from the Payroll Protection  

Plan from the Small Business 
Administration.  This loan paid 
salaries and utilities for two 
months and may be forgiven 
or repaid.  In response to the 

uncertainty in the economy, the 
2020 budget has been reduced 

by $91,694.

Several Sunday School classes are 
meeting by Zoom and the Friendly Class 

continues its ministry on the radio and live 
stream. On-line participation for Sunday worship 

services has reached an estimated 2,000 with weekday 
Facebook posts reaching around 300.

Though the pandemic has brought challenges, Marvin has 
sought to thrive amidst the adversity and bring quality 
worship, programs, and ministry to our community. 
Marvin’s offering of quality on-line worship experiences, 
two first ever drive-in church services and our first worship 
service back on campus to honor graduating seniors, 
illustrate the commitment of our church to provide our best 
to God while helping our people to worship safely.  As the 
church slowly re-opens with commitment to social 
distancing and extra cleaning of worship spaces, things 
will certainly be different for a while.  

“Call, equip, and send” continues to be our church’s 
mission. With the continued financial giving of our 
members, and the celebrated extra-mile gifts of those have 
done a little more to help the church, Marvin will continue to 
be a light in the community to offer hope and encouragement 
through Jesus Christ. Thank you, Marvin family for sharing 
the journey with us. Romans 8:28 states, “We know that in 
all things God works for the good of those who love him, 
who have been called according to his purpose.” I look 
forward, with you, to seeing the good that comes forth from 
these challenging days. 

MEMBERS
SENT

E A STER
GREE TINGS

MARVIN
STAFF
ZOOM 
MEE TING

FIRST E VER  
DRIVE-IN 
CHURCH!

Senior
Sunday

CL A SS OF
2020
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Your gifts provide our families the facilities to 
worship together, the programing to develop 
new friendships, the curriculum for Christian 
education and the personnel to help them 
grow closer to Christ. You provide enriching, big 
programs such as Mission Week, ReEngage, 
Alpha, Mothers of Pre-Schoolers (MOPS), and 
Vacation Bible School (VBS). You send our 
students on trips like Passion Camp, Mid-Winter 
Camp and Confirmation Camp.

Your gifts support Christian learning and 
growing through weekly Sunday School and 
Midweek classes for all ages, and targeted 
groups such as the Men’s Gathering and United 
Methodist Women’s (UMW) circles.

Your gifts enable us to maintain excellence in 
traditional and contemporary worship. Your 
gifts provide the music, personnel and facilities 
that make Sunday morning services possible. 
Your support allows for home-bound members 
to worship on TV or online and to receive 
Holy Communion, and sick members to receive 
hospital visits. 

Your gifts make special holiday events and 
concerts possible and provide five weekly 
opportunities to worship on our campus.

 

Your gifts impact our community. Marvin 
spreads Christ’s influence through ways like 
partnering with local kids in Bonner School, 
building and supporting Amazing Grace UMC in 
Africa, supporting foster children, providing 
disaster relief and honoring our veterans.

Lastly, your gifts support our staff who oversee 
the implementation of these and many more 
ministry areas of our church.

Thank you! With the uncertainty and concern 
for the coronavirus, and the emotional, physical 
and financial impact on so many people, you 
chose to give to your church. Thank you for your 
generous gifts and for remembering Marvin 
Church, and its mission, during this time. We are 
living through unpredictable times. However, 
we live in the certainty of our God and His love 
and redeeming life for each of us.

2020 Budget

BECAUSE OF YOU,
MARVIN CHURCH
ACCOMPLISHES 
GREAT THINGS

FOR GOD

MISCELLANEOUS$56,950

DISCIPLESHIP$216,050

WORHSIP/ MUSIC

$161,835

CHURCH STAFF

$1,631,841
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F
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35

MISS
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NS
$1

71
,9

51

APPORTIONMENTS

$365,649

FACILITY/SUPPORT

$876,595

STAFF

L A I T Y

OPERATIONAL
BUDGET

$4,208,306
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Our original budget of $4.3M was reduced to $4,208, 306. 
Budget cuts are from program areas and not a reduction of staff.
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B A C K  C O V E R

Click here to donate to Marvin Church 
or send contributions to 

Marvin UMC, 300 W. Erwin St., Tyler, TX 75702

Questions can be directed to Robyn Thomason at 
rthomason@marvinumc.com  |  903.592.7396


